Dear Readers; as you know this is a comic strip website - a 'webcomic', if you will.
However, today I received in the email a poem reiterating the events of Book 3 that was so epic,
I felt it deserved a spot of its own and here it is - LWL's first completely image-free update. Enjoy!
- Co F-M

THE BALLAD OF MELANIE LAND

By Billy Bullsquid
 
[It is sunset on the beach. Billy Bullsquid is strumming a guitar amidst a group of City 17ers who sit around the campfire, listening to his song...]
 
O,
Come gather 'round me, all young and all old
and All those somewhere in between
as I'll Sing you a song, for this tale must be told
of three Friends from City Seventeen
 
wand'Ring through a desert a-near and a-far
and with No water, dune after dune
staggered Old Dr Kleiner, his headcrab Lamarr
and his Best buddy Barney Calhoun
and his Best buddy Barney Caloun, yes he was,
Kleiner's Best buddy Barney Calhoun.

the Sun, yes it burned and inflicted its harm
as Even Lamarr got burned talons
'til at Last the three found themselves down on the farm
surRounded by water and melons
 
a Houndeye then welcomed them, with a loud FOOM
and its Mistress, with shotgun in hand,
Threatened them all with a buckshotty doom
for this lass, she was Melanie Land
 
now, Kleiner was clever and quick, to be sure,
and so Unto the lass he appealed
with a Bargain that he could do science - and more
while ol' Barney could toil in the field
 
but Kleiner was opportunistic indeed
and kept Secret his primary aim
to Woo Mrs. Land and her farm because she'd
lost her Husband one night, what a shame
lost her Husband one night, what a shame, yes it was.
lost her Husband one night, what a shame.

Well,
Down in the town there was trouble at hand
with the Crotchety water supplier
he Wanted to run Mrs. Land off her land,
did that Scoundrel, old man Obediah.
 
but Barney took no crap from no-one, no sir!
he stood Up to Obediah Fisher
and Barney became like a hero to her --
it seemed Kleiner could not even kiss her.
 
so the Rivalry deepened between the two chums
as it Did between houndeye and headcrab
for All Lamarr's effort, she could not gain Mitchum's
Friendship, and sulked by the shed-lab.
Yes LaMarr went and sulked by the lab that's a shed,
Lamarr Sulked by the old Doctor's shed-lab.
 
and a Romance soon blossomed 'tween Barney and Mel,
as it Didn't 'tween headcrab and houndeye
'til the Sheriff shot all of her melons to hell,
for sick Melons would make the whole town die.
 
yes, the Gummy stem blight was the reason he said,
But Kleiner and Barney knew better
For Barney had gotten it into his head
It was Fisher, that sneaky go-getter.
Yes, Fisher, thought Barney, had made it all up,
Oh Fisher, you sneaky go-getter.
 
Using the Doc's hand-held portal device,
he and Barney became ruthless felons
they sneaked Into Obediah's farm in a trice
and made Off with his whole crop of melons!
 
Kleiner, the sneakiest troll of all trolls
left while Barney distracted Obediah
and Abandoned his Irish comrade for teh lolz!
Out the frying pan into the fire.
 
ObeDiah then reintroduced an old mate
to Barney, who screamed like a girl
to be Struck, through this twist of unusual fate,
by his Corpse-dragging nemesis, Earl!
Barney's corpse-dragging nemesis, Earl, what a freak,
His corpse-dragging nemesis, Earl!
 
in a Rage, Barney blamed the whole gummy stem blight
On his mischievous friend Isaac Kleiner
strong Words, they were spoken - the friends had a fight
and CalHoun got himself one more shiner.
 
[One member of the audience then points out that Beyonce's songs are way better than Billy's, and said interruptor is then violently ejected from the circle]
 
but Squabbles like this do not last very long
beTween such good chums as these two
All was forgiven, for Barney was wrong
yes the Gummy stem blight was all true.
 
LaMarr and ol' Mitchum, they made up as well
with Love they were filled to the brim
And Barney, alone in the garage with Mel
Found she still had two melons for him!
Yes she still had two melons for him - and much more!
Yes she still had two melons for him.... bow chicka bow chicka wow wow wow chicka [Billy pops off a porn guitar riff]
 
But...
Kleiner walked in on them, you might have guessed
and Then became angry and jealous
and aVerted his gaze since Calhoun was undressed
[Billy looks worried about the potential rhyming word, here, and mutters "...Alice? Palace? Callous? Telus? Squornshellous? Aha!"]
...And the Doc then exploded with malice!
 
BeTrayed by his friend, and rejected by Mel!
the Truth, there's no nice way to dress it!
why, Even Lamarr had deserted as well
so he Wandered off into the desert.
 
Out in the dues, Kleiner soon was surprised
by noneOther than Earl and Roderick
who had Plans for the Irishman's grisly demise
and ol' Isaac would help them out. What-a-dick!
 
but when Luring his buddy out into the trap,
Isaac's Conscience swayed him to rebel,
but this Ended for him in some very deep crap,
as Earl snatched the shotgun from Mel.
 
our Heroes seemed doomed, they would soon all be dead
and then Earl aimed the gun at Lamarr
there Issued a shot...        [dramatic pause for audience gasps etc]           ...hitting Rod in the head!
he'd been Fatally shot from afar.
He'd been fatally shot from afar, had old Rod
He'd been fatally shot from afar!
 
So,
Earl thought his buddy would soon be with God
and laMented his friend's corpse, until
old Barney did magick - and healed poor Rod
with the Chant "Ca bhfuil an teach pobail!"  [Based on pronunciation "caw will on chock pub-ill"]
 
so Rod'rick and Earl were the same as before
exCept they were now Barney's friends
and Mel claimed she wanted her farmland no more
and Sold it - thus our tale ends.
 
soon Barney and Melanie left on a train
and the Doc buggered off with Lamarr
but Earl, he decided (with Rod) to remain
for emPloyment from Obedi-ah.
The employment from Obediah made him stay,
The employment from Obediah.
 
then Who should return to the farm, just to find
it was Sold and now watched by a corpse,
and with Barely a trace of what he'd left behind?
why, noneOther than Ned Land, of course!
 
Ned Angered old Earl who completely flipped out,
and he Killed the red-headed buffoon!
Rod's caDaver in tow, Earl was then heard to shout:
"I'll have Vengeance on Barney Calhoun!"
"I'll have Vengeance on Barney Calhoun, yes I will!
I'll have Vengeance on Barney Calhoun!"
 
[Billy Bullsquid then pulls off his latex mask, revealing himself to be Earl, and corpse-clobbers the horrified audience with maniacal glee]
 
END